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 It has taken me a long time to write this Pastorôs Page.  Last 

month, I gave you a prayer for the Winter Solsticeðfor the longest 

night of the year.  The Solstice was on the 21
st
 of December.  Every 

day since December 21
st
, the days have gotten a moment or two 

longer and the nights have gotten a moment or two shorter. 

 Our tradition celebrates the transition from darkness to light 

with the celebration of Christmas and Epiphany.  Christmas speaks 

to us of Godôs presence in our lives and in our world.  The ancient prophets spoke 

of the promise of hope in the midst of crisis, when they said:  ñThe people who 

walked in darkness have seen a great light.ò  We who are followers of Jesus Christ 

find that those words speak to us not of ancient history aloneébut of a present  

reality.  Jesus Christðthe Light by which we find our way through this lifeðcame in 

vulnerability, in darkness, without a proper cradle or a proper blanket to keep him 

warm.  And yetéand yetéin him our lives are changed forever.  There is now a 

light that can never be extinguished, no matter what.   

 As we celebrate Epiphany, we remember that wise men followed the light of 

a star to discover the one who was The Light of the World.  Those Wise Men had a 

long and difficult journey, but they followed the light and they found THE LIGHT at 

the end of that journey. 

 The year that has passed has been filled with some wonderful events and 

moments.  I have watched my two great nephews grow and thrive and celebrate 

each other as cousins who love each other and are close in age are able to do.  I 

have learned a great deal about my life and my calling and my potential through the 

Bi-Vocational Ministry Incubator Class.  I have been grateful that Howie is still  

cancer free.  Remission is one of the most beautiful words in all of the English  

Language, in my humble opinion. 

 The year that has passed has also had its times in the ñShadow of Deathò. In 

addition to the national grief that we have experienced due to the deaths of great 

statesmen like John McCain and George Herbert Walker Bush, I have also begun 

the process of living through the grief of the deaths of my last aunt, Aunt Joanne, 

and of my father. 

  But more than anything else, Epiphany is a ñsudden awareness of a great 

truth.ò  I am suddenly aware this yearðmore than any other year in my lifeðthat 

the Light of the World is here and that no powers of darkness will be able to  

extinguish that light.  Arise, shine, for your light has come! 
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Scripture Readings  

January 6  
 
Communion  
 

Isaiah 60: 1-6 
Psalm 72: 1-7, 10-14 
Ephesians 3: 1-12 
Matthew 2: 1-12 

January 13  
 
Coffee Hour  

Isaiah 43: 1-7 
Psalm 29 
Acts 8: 14-17 
Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22 

January 20  
 

Isaiah 62: 1-5 
Psalm 36: 5-10 
1 Corinthians 12: 1-11 
John 2: 1-11 

January 27  Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
Psalm 19 
1 Corinthians 12: 12-31a 
Luke 4: 14-21 

Birthdays  

5 Marie Christenson 

11 Adam Mayes 

13 Marjorie Aderman 

16 Lukas Rossi 

20 Richard Swartz 

23 Janet Kurz 

27 Char Laba 

29 Daniel Hollister 

31 Jack Adams 

Anniversaries  

13 Richard & Barb Flocker 

NOTE:  If we are missing your birthday 
or anniversary, please let the church 
office know.  

Sunday Volunteers  

  Liturgist  Altar Flowers  

Jan 6  OPEN OPEN 

Jan 13 OPEN J.M. Smith 

Jan 20 OPEN OPEN 

Jan 27 OPEN Char Laba 
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The Menôs Breakfast group will be meeting for 

their monthly gathering on Saturday,   

January 12th, at 8:30 am. They gather at the 

Phoenix Restaurant, 12440 75th St, 

Kenosha located west of I94 on the north side 

of Hwy 50 at the West Frontage Road  

intersection.   

 

 

 

B & B (Breakfast & Books) will begin it 15th year 

on Saturday, January 26th at 9:00 am in the  

Memorial Lounge.  We will discuss the book: 

ñSISTERS FIRSTò by Jenna Bush Hagar and 

Barbara Bush .  Our hosts for the day will be  

Pastor Kathy and Marianne Hinder.  Always  

looking for new persons to join us.  Any questions 

contact Bonnie Curnes @ 262-654-1612. 

 Mark your calendarsé.   

 

 

 

 

The congregationôs Annual Meeting will be the 

first Sunday in February on February, 3rd .  

There will be a potluck luncheon directly  

following worship and the meeting will proceed 

after that.   Hope to see you there!  

 

 

 

 Souper Bowl of Caring is a national  

movement working to fight hunger and poverty in 

our communities around the time of Super Bowl  

football game.  We will be collecting non-

perishable food and money for Somers  

Community UCC food pantry.   This year the  

Super Bowl is scheduled for Sunday, February 

3rd  and we will be participating in this special  

offering of collecting food and money.    Changes to the  

Somers Community 

UCC Directory  

¶ Marge Adermanð Alpha Senior  

Concepts Room 111, 13230 Velp Ave, 

Suamico WI 54313  920-655-6828 

If you have any changes to the directory, 

please let the church office know.  

Just a reminder,  if the weather 

gets bad and it is dangerous to 

travel, thereôs a possibility church 

may be cancelled.  You can find 

cancellation information on  

Channels 4,6 and 12. Information will also be 

posted on our Facebook page.    
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Annual Kindness Week Observation  

  

As we celebrate actions that lead to bettering the lives of others, the 

23rd Annual Kindness Week will begin on Friday, January 18th thru 

Sunday, January 27th. 

Community Leader, Rev. Olen Arrington Jr., who died in 2010,  

inspired the first Kindness Week as a way to bring the community 

together and to celebrate the life of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  It has 

now grown to feature numerous events over the 10 days, involving 

many organizations, churches, and institutions.   

If you would like more information about Kindness Week activities 

you can speak with Pastor Kathy, or keep an eye out for more  

information in local news outlets.  

 

CUSH RELIGIOUS LEADERS CAUCUS  

 

CUSH (Congregations United to Serve Humanity) is hosting an amazing Faith Dinner on  

Wednesday, January 23rd at 6:00 pm .  The dinner will be held at the Albanian American Islamic 

Center, 6001 88th Ave., Kenosha.  This yearôs theme is ñHealing Power of Kindness.ò 

Register with Pastor Kathy by Saturday, January 12th, if you are interested in going.  

Book Discussion:  

The Hate U Give  

by Angie Thomas 

Saturday, January 19th 

1:00 PMð2:00 PM 

Northside Activities Room  

(Kenosha Public Library),  

1500 27th Ave., Kenosha 

262-564-6100 

 

ANNUAL  

CHRISTMAS COOKIE 

SALE 

   Thank You!  Thank You!  Once again our  

Christmas Cookie Sale was a success.  That 

success would not be possible without the  

efforts of our bakers and packers.  This year we 

sold 159 pounds of cookies with a donation of 

$280 for a profit of $1,562. 

Thanks again to everyone!   
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Somers Community United Church of Christ 
Council Meeting ï December 13, 2018  

Present: 
Dennis Curnes    Bonnie Curnes            Deanna Mayes       Kent Mayes                    
Kent Duesing             Barbara Sherman            Char Laba   Pastor Kathy Gloff 

The meeting was called to order by Dennis Curnes, Moderator, at 10:30 AM.   Pastor Kathy offered 
the prayer.    

The November 1st minutes were approved as printed in the December Church Chat.   

Dennis presented the treasurerôs report.  The general checkbook balance as of December 12th is 
$21,927.13 with the following bills needing to pay sewer, copier, and insurance.   

Financial Secretary:  Deanna reported on the pledges for 2019:  27 pledges for the general fund 
with a total of $66,315 which is down $9,395 from 2018.  For Our Church's Wider Mission (OCUM) 
pledges of $3,668 which is up $832 and for the special quarterly offering $ 2,836 which is up $764.   

Spiritual Life:  Char reported they sold 159 pounds of cookies for the cookie sale with a profit of 
$1,562.  We thank Char and all the packers and bakers for the wonderful work they did.  The  
committee decide if the church needed money for the church tree to use some of the profit from the 
cookie sale.  The poinsettias will be delivered on  December 22nd and everyone can take them 
home after the Christmas Eve Service on December 24th.   
Property:  Kent M.  reported a request for monetary donation for the Christmas tree is needed.  We 
also need to look at where to store it without taking it apart.   He reported fixing the toilet in the  
daycare.  It was reported a light was out in the parking lot area and he will look at it.  We talked 
about storage issues and will need a cleanup day to go through our storage area.  
Missions/ Food Pantry/ Diapers:  Bonnie reported the items from our mitten tree will go to Shalom  
Center, Women's & Children's Horizon, ELCA Outreach Center, and Salvation Army.  Bonnie  
reported we are short on food and had to use $300 from the Food Pantry fund to purchase food 
and we could use cereal.  She reported getting a $500 grant from St. Matthew's Episcopal Church 
Community Tithe fund for diapers and wipes.  By the end of the year, we will have given out over 
20,000 diapers since starting this ministry September 2016.   

Planned Giving:  Kent D. reported the group will meet this Sunday, December 16th.  There is 
$1,726.20 left in available grants.  The full amount of $32,400 as a onetime withdrawal for the  
general fund was taken from the Pilgrim Heritage Fund to help pay the bills for 2018.  

Administrative Associate:  Barb reported postage will be going up to 55 cent per letter in late  
January.  Everyone reviewed our Christmas Eve ad for the Kenosha News.  All annual reports are 
due at the end of the year.  Super Bowl of Caring will be February 3rd with the collection of food for 
our Food Pantry.  She asked about some items in binders located in the office.   
Pastor:   Pastor Kathy is visiting our shut-ins.  She thanked the Foundation for Christmas gifts she 
is giving to our shut-ins.  She received a new address for Marge Aderman who is near the Green 
Bay area and she will visit her when she is in the area.        

Old Business:  Dennis requested budgets today for each committee.  

New Business: Our annual meeting will be Sunday, February 3rd with a potluck lunch.  We owe 
$2,000 out of our $6,000 pledge towards the Wisconsin UCC Campital Campaign (camps).   We  
discussed having Planned Giving paying $1,000 from their grants and the Foundation paying 
$1,000 towards this campaign.    Dennis reported we have paid $3,380 towards are Our Church's 
Wider Missions (OCWM) pledge of $5,200 leaving us $1,820 short as of this date.  We still have a 
couple outstanding bills - the carpet which will come from the Memorial fund and the parking lot we 
still owe $3,000 but waiting on them to finish a few issues.     (CONTINUED ON PAGE 6é.) 



 

 

 

The food pantry is always in need of food (see list below).  Again I would like to take this  

opportunity to thank the many people in our Somers United Church of Christ for their faithful 

dedication in bringing in food and paper supplies on a regular basis.  We are one of the many 

churches in the area who are trying to help those families that are struggling in this society.  If 

you do not want to shop or cannot shop make a check payable to Somers United Church of 

Christ and mark it Food Pantry and I will do the shopping for you.  Remember you can turn in 

your receipts of your purchases and get credit for your donations on your statements.      

FOOD ITEMS (**food items we use the most)  

We can always use small hygiene containers like shampoo, conditioner, body wash, and 

mouth rinse.  

It is greatly appreciated.   

THANK YOU.   

Bonnie Curnes, Project Manager Diaper Ministry / Food Pantry 
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Cereal**  Paper Towels**  

Chef Boyardee ( 15 oz. cans )** Toilet Paper**  

Peanut Butter**  Jelly / Jams **  

Jell -O Snack Pudding Cups**  Pop Tarts**  

Small juice boxes**  Jell -O**  

Syrup**  Canned Chicken breast**  

Pancake Mix**  Soup**  

Rice /Pasta Sides** (Knorr)  Tuna fish canned**  

Saltine Crackers Mac & Cheese**  

Spaghetti Sauce Egg Noodles 

Bean (all kinds) Ramen Noodles (beef & chicken) 

Pastaðall kinds Tuna Fish 

FRUIT COCKTAIL, PEACHES, PEARS, PINEAPPLE, APPLESAUCE  (not lite) **  

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTESðCONTINED FROM PAGE 5é. 

The next council meeting will be Thursday, January 10th at 10:30 AM. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:28 AM, followed by the Lordôs Prayer.     

 Barbara Sherman, Clerk of Council 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 New Yearôs 
Day 

 
12:30 pm  

Resources 

 
2:00 pm Diaper 

Ministry 

2 
1:00 pm 

Kenosha Senior 

Care 

3 4 5 

6 Communion  

9:00 am Choir 

10:15 am  

Worship 

7 8 
 

 

 

 

 

2:00 pm Diaper 

Ministry 

9 
12:00 pm 

(noon)  

Pastorôs  

Community of 

Practice 

10 
10:30 am  

Council 

11 12 
8:30 am Menôs 

Breakfast at 

Phoenix  

13 Coffee Hour  

9:00 am Choir 

10:15 am  

Worship 

14 15 

 
 

 

 

2:00 pm Diaper 

Ministry 

16 
1:00 pm 

Kenosha Senior 

Care 

17 18 19 
1:00 pm Book 

Discussion at 

Kenosha Public 

Library  

Northside  

Activities Room 

20 
9:00 am Choir 

10:15 am  

Worship 

21 22 

 
 

 

 

2:00 pm Diaper 

Ministry 

23 
6:00 pm CUSH 

Religious  

Leaders Caucus 

at Albanian 

American  

Islamic Center 

24 25 26 
9:00 am  

Breakfast & 

Books 

27 
9:00 am Choir 

10:15 am  

Worship 

28 29 

 
 

 

 

2:00 pm Diaper 

Ministry 

30 
1:00 pm 

Kenosha Senior 

Care 

31   

Service Team #2  

Co-chairs: Terri Lee & 

Maureen Schauer  


