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When | was a kid, | was pretty gullible. | went to a
church camp that talked about the second coming of
Jesus more than a little bit. When Easter rolled around
each year, | attended the Sunrise Service outside of the
church, on church property. There was a small hill to the
East of where the service took place, and | remember
looking to the top of the hill and expecting the Risen Christ
to come walking over the hill and to appear to all of us as we
worshipped. It never happened...not physically anyway.

It has been quite awhile since | was a part of an Easter Sunrise
service. In fact, because of COVID, it has been quite awhile since any
kind of Easter service at all. Last year, as you well know, we were not
able to worship in person for Easter and we were encouraged to
worship at home.

This year feels a little more like Easter for me. Maybe it does for
you too. We are not back to the way that it had been, but we have
been celebrating new life in drops and dribbles as the vaccinations
begin to turn the tide of suffering and death that has occupied our lives
for over a year now. It feels a little bit like sunrise; it feels a little
hopeful.

As Easter dawns once again — as it has for approximately 2,000
years — let us give thanks and praise for new life. Let us —like the
disciples of old —seek him not among the dead, but among the living.
He has come again, that we all may have life...and have it abundantly.
Thanks be to God!

We will forgo Maundy Thursday and Good Friday worship once
again this year, but Barbara has included the Reflections for Home
Worship for each of these Holy Days once again this year in this
newsletter. May you be blessed as you worship during Holy Week at
home, and may you be filled with joy as you worship once again in
person on Easter Sunday.



April

April Birthdays Scripture Readings
2 | Dorothy Summers April 4 Acts 10: 34-43
8 | Bonnie Adams Easter Psalms 118: 1-2, 14-24
8 [ Joseph Gallo Communi on 1 Corinthians 15: 1-11
21 | Bonnie Curnes John 20: 1-18
April Anniversaries April 11 Acts 4: 32-35
15 | Jeffrey & Jennifer Rossi Psalms 133
26 | William & Dorothy Summers 1John1:1-2:2
John 20: 19-31
NOTE: If we are missing your birthday - -
or anniversary, please let the church April 18 Acts 3:12-19
office know. Psalms 4
1 John 3: 1-7
Luke 24: 36b-48
1; April 25 Acts 4: 5-12
Q‘/ Psalms 23

1 John 3: 16-24
John 10: 11-18

Resen!
Sunday
Liturgist Altar Flowers
April 4 NONE Easter Flowers
April 11 NONE NONE
April 18 NONE NONE
April 25 NONE NONE

», Remember Your If you would like to mail your offering:
Oferings Somers United Church of Christ

PO Box 183

)% Somers WI 53171




Breakf ast

The Breakfast & Books (B
& B) will meet on Saturday, May
15th at 9:30 am (coffee only) to
discuss the book fiT h e
Haymakers: A Chronicl e
All times subject to| paaomiemi es c( bbyBtavgrsRot a )
Sdn Eo&fbeck. Jane Fahey will lead the discussion.

ny questions please contact Bonnie at 262-

@ r— B} HorLy WEEK

! WORSHIP
(®

SCHEDULE

Pal m/ Passi on
March 28th at 10:15 am

654-1612.
Maundy Thur sdaypLEASE N®&Have made a change in
April 1st (devotional guide in this newsletter) our book selection for the July 24th get
Good Friday together. The book fLeonard and Hungary
April 2nd (devotional guide in this newsletter) Pauloby Ronan Hession that was our selection

for that day has been CHANGED TO firhe
Winemaker& Wifeoby Kristin Harmel.

Easter Sunday

April 4th at 10:15 am

K‘.r Gratitude for Our Unity

.‘, We give thanks for the blessedness of unity.

swwﬁw Our unity is a precious gift that brings us together as one. We give thanks for the
o uniqueness of each of us, evidenced in our unity. We are one in God, and each

o\*’ﬁ uniquely created in the image of God.

We give thanks for the blessedness of diversity.

Our unity is marked by our diversity, a patchwork quilt of colors, thoughts, theologies and
ideologies, created in the image of God.
We give thanks for the blessedness of community.
Our unity is our strength. We come from different places, some places readily written on our faces,
contributing to the whole the gifts we bring, that enhance our common life.
We give thanks for the blessedness of Spirit.
Our lives are good and pleasant when we choose to live together in unity, guided by the Spirit, held
together by unconditional love.
We give thanks for the blessedness of the Divine.
Ours is a journey together that transcends the differences we identify. We are inextricably woven
together, tied to a common cause, we are united in our quest for justice we are committed to
serving God.
We give thanks for the blessedness of unity.

From: United Church of Christ Website: Worship Ways: Living Psalm 133
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Food | Pantry

We have been open since June 2nd and our clients are slowing coming back. So once
again | am asking you, the congregation of Somers Church for your donations of food items that
are printed below. As | said before if you cannot shop nor do not want to shop just make a check
payableto“Somer s United Chandmdrkonit‘F € b d i Bdamd |wil do the
shopping for you.

As for diapers, please do not bring in diapers / wipes for we have children who are allergic
to certain name brands and | have to be careful what | give out. But if you would like to give
monetary donations to the diapers ministry, write a check payable to the church and mark on it for
“‘Diaper Ministryo .

FYI : Al so a reminder that you can get credit
statement when you turn in the receipts.
KI ND DEEDS CHANGE LI VES. THANK YOU.

Bonnie Curnes, Project Manager
FOOD ITEMS (**food items we use the most)

**Toilet Paper **Paper Towels

**Snack Pudding Cups **Spaghetti Sauce

**Mac & Cheese **Spaghetti noodles

**Pop Tarts **Jelly / Jams (Strawberry, Grape or Raspberry)
**Elbow macaroni **Soup

**Saltine Crackers

**Fruit cocktail, peaches, pears, pineapple, applesauce, mandarin oranges (not lite)

Dear Friends,

Thank you for your generous contribution which we @ CWS

Church World Service

Your compassionate support is helping |mpover|shed
communities develop clean, reliable water sources. Working with farmers to continue
to put food on their tables, even in the face of uncertainty. And providing food, water, shelter and
other necessities to families struggling to rebuild their lives and livelihoods in times of crisis.

| have seen the resilience and resolve of the people and communities we assist. And | have
been deeply moved by the generosity of people like you, who give hope and opportunity to people
in need, here in the U.S. and around the world.

May God bless you for your kindness.
Rev. John L. McCullough, CEO President Emeritus, Church World Service
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M d ‘ THE COMMANDMENT TO LOVE
aun A REFLECTION FOR HOME WORSHIP ON
‘/\

—-I hurSday MAUNDY THURSDAY APRIL 1, 2021

When | was a little girl in a big church, the ushers all wore dark suits and ties and dark
expressions on their faces. The ministers--always men--wore dark suits as well, even during
worship. We usually had Communion just a few times a year, on certain holidays. The holiday that
was most traditional for us to observe Communion was Maundy Thursday. Why wouldn't we
celebrate Communion then? That is when Jesus gave future generations of followers the "meal" that
would bind them together in remembrance. The Sunday before Communion we were encouraged to
examine our hearts and our lives so that we did not "Eat and drink damnation on ourselves."

(1 Corinthians 11:29). | was afraid of Communion for a great many years, because of those
sour-faced saints who warned about the possibility of damnation by "doing it wrong".

It was so many years later that | learned why Paul even said those words and what he was
warning the Corinthian Church about. In the Corinthian Church, those who were wealthy had all of
the leisure time in the world; they arrived at worship first and they ate and drank however much they
wanted. When the poor arrived later, the meal that was left to them was often dribbles of wine and
crumbs of bread--a mere pittance left for those who truly needed to be fed. This is the self-
examination that Paul was asking them to do: "Why are you treating your fellow believers so
horribly? Why have you deprived them of the Holy Meal?"

It took me another couple of years to understand that the word Maundy comes from the Latin
word Mandatum which means commandment. The commandment of Maundy Thursday is to love
each other as Jesus has loved us. | know that | have told you this before, but it bears repeating,
because many of us still look at Maundy Thursday as being dark and dismal. Let us reframe our
understandings of what it means to love as Jesus has loved us. In love there is pain; we honor the
love of Jesus on Maundy Thursday when we remember that it was a painful time for Jesus. Butin
love there is also joy; it is not one or the other--it is both at the same time. The love of Jesus was so
intense that he was willing to risk physical, mental, and emotional pain in order to show love to us.
This we must remember! This we can believe! This will bring us joy!

So for your Maundy Thursday "meal", set a place at your table for those who shared your life,
but are now on the other side of eternity. Picture those that you loved most in your life who have
gone on to glory as being at the table with you. Make your "meal" as simple or as complex as you
would like, maybe something that you ate with your loved ones all the time, maybe a favorite snack.
Communion doesn't have to be bread and wine (but it can be if you choose that). Communion is the
act of interacting; communion is shortening the distance between you and those that you love until
the divide melts away.

TAKE...EAT...REMEMBER...BELIEVE
Do this in remembrance of Them...
Do this in remembrance of Jesus...
Do this in remembrance of Love...
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THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS
A REFLECTION FOR HOME WORSHIP ON
GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 2, 2021

7_ 1. Jesus is condemned to death. Jesus was accused of many crimes he

F“day didn’t commit. He didn’t defend himself. He was willing to die for our sins.

@’ i"":Pr ay for those who are in prison.. whet
~“not .

2. Jesus accepts the cross. The cross was big and heavy. It was hard for Jesus to carry it. Jesus
carried the heavy cross without complaining once.
Pray for those who are carrying heavy burdens;

3. Jesus falls the first time. Jesus was already badly wounded when he fell the first time. It must
have hurt very much. Jesus got up and keptongoing. Pr ay f or t hose who have
of the Corona Virus.

4. Jesus meets his mother. Jesus knew that his mother was sad to see him
suffering so much. But he was so happy she came to him. Mary loved Jesus very much. Pr ay f or
those who are particularly |l onely as they stay

5. Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus. Simon didn’t come to help Jesus but to see what was going on.
Then he was ordered by the soldiers to carry the cross, because Jesus was having such a hard
tme.Pray for those who are risking their own |ive

6. Veronica wipes Jesuso6face. Veronica loved Jesus very much. When she stepped out to wipe
his face, she risked getting in big trouble from the soldiers. Her love and kindness overcame her
fear. Pray for those "good neighbors" who are check

7. Jesus falls a second time. Jesus fell again because he was so weak and tired from all his
wounds. He still didn’t give up. He got back up and continuedon. Pr ay f or t hose who
down by sadness and sorrow.

8. Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem. A lot of people were against Jesus, but a lot of people
followed him. They were his faithful friends. Pr ay f or all of those who ha
to you in times of need.

9. Jesus falls a third time. It's unbelievable that Jesus fell again and the soldiers didn’t help him.
They only yelled louder for him to get up and continue on. Jesus didn’t get mad at them; he forgave
them. Pray for those who have thought only of them

(continued on page 7)
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THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS
A REFLECTION FOR HOME WORSHIP ON
GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 2, 2021 (continued)

5 Friday 10. Jesus is stripped of his clothes. To be without clothes in front of every-
77— > one is a humiliating thing. Jesus wasn’t ashamed because he knew his Father

Z “=in heaven loved him and everyone who was there. Pr ay f or t hose

resistance iIis | ow, who are not clothed in bodil
11. Jesus is crucified. The soldiers drove nails through Jesus’ hands and feet. They lifted up the
cross and put it in place. Jesuswas inalotofpain. Pr ay f or those who infl |

(the prayer that Jesus prayed for those who kil

12. Jesus dies on the cross. When Jesus died, the sky got dark and the ground started to

shake. This made some people very scared. They saw that Jesus was innocent and that they had
made a big mistake. Pr ay f or t hose who have died because
their families.

13. Jesusdbody is taken down from the cross. Joseph of Arimathea gave Jesus his own burial

cave because Jesus didn’t have a place to be buried. Joseph was another one of Jesus’ friends

who took ariskto help him. Pr ay f or Funer al Directors, who ha
ing this epidemic.

14. Jesus is laid in the tomb. Even when things look very difficult and sad, there is always hope
that God can bringnewlife. Pr ay a prayer of thanksgiving that
cause Jesus gave of himself so fully and freel\

This "Stations of the Cross" was written by Theresa Difato;
it was adapted by Pastor Kathy for Good Friday of 2021.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
I
Service Team #2 TMaundy |2Good Fr|3
Co-chairs Peggy Gallo & Thursday
M Sch
aureen Schauer Devotional guide | Devotional guide
Dates and times are subject available available
to change, call the church or
check the website for
updates.
4dEaster |5 6 7 8 9 10
Communi o
10:15 am
Worship
2:00pm—5: 0
pm Diaper
Ministry
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
10:15 am
Worship
2:00pm—5: 0
pm Diaper
Ministry
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
10:15 am 9:00 am—1 O :
Worship am Southeast
UCC Association
Virtual Meeting
2:00pm—5: 0 Part | (Register
pm Diaper by April 11th)
Ministry
25 26 27 28 29 30
10:15 am
Worship
2:00pm—5: 0
pm Diaper
Ministry




