CHURCH CHAT
It is the mission and purpose of Somers Community United Church of Christ to study and
seek the will of God and to transform our understanding into action.
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Each year, in the month leading up to the Academy Awards
presentation, Turner Classic Movies shows some wonderful films in
programming that they call “31 Days of Oscar”. During this time,
every movie that is shown was the winner of at least one Oscar in
the year in which it was released.
One of the films which was shown this year was a foreign film
from Denmark called Babette’s Feast. The film won the Academy
Award in 1987 for best Foreign Language Film. It is about a
charismatic church pastor who has formed his own protestant church in a small
village on the western coast of Jutland in 19th Century Denmark. The pastor has
two daughters, named Martine (for reformer Martin Luther) and Philippa (named for
Luther’s friend Phillip Melanchthon). Although each of the daughters has the
opportunity to marry and leave the village behind, they choose to stay and assist
their father in his ministry. After their father has died, the sisters have taken over his
ministry. Their flock is small, only a few handfuls of elderly worshippers.
One dark night, there is a stranger at the door with a letter of reference. The
stranger is a French Roman Catholic Woman who is escaping the Franco Prussian
War and has left Paris to come to Denmark. Her name is Babette, and she agrees
to work for the sisters for free, so long as they can provide her with room and
board. The sisters discover that Babette is very accomplished at managing the
affairs of running a household; because Babette is frugal, the sisters have more
money left at the end of the month than they did before Babette arrived.
Babette has severed all ties with her life in Paris, except for the friend who
buys her a lottery ticket every year. And what do you know, Babette wins the
lottery! Ten thousand Francs! The sisters fear that Babette will go back to France
now that she is wealthy, but Babette convinces them to let her serve a classic
French Dinner to the church members on the 100th Anniversary of their father’s
birth.
The extravagant meal that Babette prepares for them (complete with wine for
each course) transforms them from being a petty and bickering little congregation to
a congregation that is joyful and thankful, a congregation that calls to mind the
words of their beloved pastor and teacher and tries to live them each day. It turns
out that Babette has spent all that she had to prepare the meal. What a tremendous
gift!
I had not seen Babette’s Feast for many years before I saw it on Turner
Classic Movies last month, but the movie still makes me cry tears of gratitude. For
me, it is a metaphor of the Last Supper. I remember that when we celebrate Our
Savior’s Meal, we are invited to become a congregation that calls to mind the words
of our Lord and Savior and tries to live them each day. The Sacrament of
Communion reminds us that Jesus Christ gave all that he had—all that he was—for
our sake. What a tremendous gift!
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April Birthdays
Dorothy Summers
Bonnie Adams
Joseph Gallo
Bonnie Curnes
Ronald Birchell Sr
April Anniversaries
Jeff & Jennifer Rossi
William & Dorothy Summers

NOTE: If we are missing your birthday
or anniversary, please let the church
office know.

If you would like to
mail your offering:
Somers United
Church of Christ
PO Box 183
Somers WI 53171

April 3

April Readings
April 3
Communion
April 10
Palm Sunday

April 17
Easter
April 24

Sunday
Liturgist
NONE

Isaiah 43: 16-21
Psalm 126
Philippians 3: 4b-14
John 12: 1-8
Isaiah 50: 4-9a
Psalm 31: 9-16
Philippians 2: 5-11
Luke 19: 28-40
Isaiah 65: 17-25
Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24
1 Corinthians 15: 19-26
Luke 24: 1-12 or John 20: 1-18
Acts 5: 27-32
Psalm 118: 14-29
Revelation 1: 4-8
John 20: 19-31

Altar Flowers
LENT

April 10

NONE

PALM SUNDAY

April 17

NONE

EASTER

April 24

NONE

NONE
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All times subject to pandemic closings:

Palm/Passion Sunday
April 10th at 10:15 am

Maundy Thursday
April 14th (devotional guide in this newsletter)

Good Friday
April 15 (devotional guide in this newsletter)

Easter Sunday
April 17th at 10:15 am

Breakfast & Books
The next gathering of B & B
(Breakfast & Books) will take
place in the Memorial Lounge
at the church on Saturday,
May 21st at 9:30 am. We will
be discussing the book “The
Extraordinary Life of Same Hell” by Robert
Dugoni. Coffee will be provided. Jennifer
Swartz will lead the discussion and furnish the
pastry. New people are invited to join us. Any
questions contact Bonnie Curnes 262-6541612.

Our Food Pantry has been busy. We are asking
you, the congregation of Somers Church for
your donations of toilet paper, paper towels,
and kids’ cereal. If you cannot shop nor do not
want to shop just make a check payable to
“Somers United Church of Christ” and mark
on it “Food Pantry” and we will do the
shopping for you.
THANK YOU
Bonnie Curnes, Project Manager
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THE COMMANDMENT TO LOVE
A REFLECTION FOR HOME WORSHIP ON
MAUNDY THURSDAY APRIL 14, 2022
When I was a little girl in a big church, the ushers all
wore dark suits and ties and dark expressions on their faces. The ministers--always men--wore dark
suits as well, even during worship. We usually had Communion just a few times a year, on certain
holidays. The holiday that was most traditional for us to observe Communion was Maundy Thursday.
Why wouldn't we celebrate Communion then? That is when Jesus gave future generations of
followers the "meal" that would bind them together in remembrance. The Sunday before Communion
we were encouraged to examine our hearts and our lives so that we did not "Eat and drink
damnation on ourselves." (1 Corinthians 11:29). I was afraid of Communion for a great many years,
because of those sour-faced saints who warned about the possibility of damnation by "doing it
wrong".
It was so many years later that I learned why Paul even said those words and what he was
warning the Corinthian Church about. In the Corinthian Church, those who were wealthy had all of
the leisure time in the world; they arrived at worship first and they ate and drank however much they
wanted. When the poor arrived later, the meal that was left to them was often dribbles of wine and
crumbs of bread--a mere pittance left for those who truly needed to be fed. This is the selfexamination that Paul was asking them to do: "Why are you treating your fellow believers so
horribly? Why have you deprived them of the Holy Meal?"
It took me another couple of years to understand that the word Maundy comes from the Latin
word Mandatum which means commandment. The commandment of Maundy Thursday is to love
each other as Jesus has loved us. I know that I have told you this before, but it bears repeating,
because many of us still look at Maundy Thursday as being dark and dismal. Let us reframe our
understandings of what it means to love as Jesus has loved us. In love there is pain; we honor the
love of Jesus on Maundy Thursday when we remember that it was a painful time for Jesus. But in
love there is also joy; it is not one or the other--it is both at the same time. The love of Jesus was so
intense that he was willing to risk physical, mental, and emotional pain in order to show love to us.
This we must remember! This we can believe! This will bring us joy!
So for your Maundy Thursday "meal", set a place at your table for those who shared your life,
but are now on the other side of eternity. Picture those that you loved most in your life who have
gone on to glory as being at the table with you. Make your "meal" as simple or as complex as you
would like, maybe something that you ate with your loved ones all the time, maybe a favorite snack.
Communion doesn't have to be bread and wine (but it can be if you choose that). Communion is the
act of interacting; communion is shortening the distance between you and those that you love until
the divide melts away.
TAKE...EAT...REMEMBER...BELIEVE
Do this in remembrance of Them...
Do this in remembrance of Jesus…
Do this in remembrance of Love...
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THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS
A REFLECTION FOR HOME WORSHIP ON
GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 15, 2022
1. Jesus is condemned to death. Jesus was accused of many crimes he
didn’t commit. He didn’t defend himself. He was willing to die for our sins. Pray
for those who are in prison..whether they are falsely accused or not.
2. Jesus accepts the cross. The cross was big and heavy. It was hard for Jesus to carry it. Jesus
carried the heavy cross without complaining once. Pray for those who are carrying heavy
burdens; pray about the burdens you carry.
3. Jesus falls the first time. Jesus was already badly wounded when he fell the first time. It must
have hurt very much. Jesus got up and kept on going. Pray for those who have fallen ill because
of the Corona Virus.
4. Jesus meets his mother. Jesus knew that his mother was sad to see him suffering so much. But
he was so happy she came to him. Mary loved Jesus very much. Pray for those who are
particularly lonely as they stay at home for their health.
5. Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus. Simon didn’t come to help Jesus but to see what was going on.
Then he was ordered by the soldiers to carry the cross, because Jesus was having such a hard
time. Pray for those who are risking their own lives to take care of others now.
6. Veronica wipes Jesus’ face. Veronica loved Jesus very much. When she stepped out to wipe
his face, she risked getting in big trouble from the soldiers. Her love and kindness overcame her
fear. Pray for those "good neighbors" who are checking on others every day.
7. Jesus falls a second time. Jesus fell again because he was so weak and tired from all his
wounds. He still didn’t give up. He got back up and continued on. Pray for those who are dragged
down by sadness and sorrow.
8. Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem. A lot of people were against Jesus, but a lot of people
followed him. They were his faithful friends. Pray for all of those who have been faithful friends
to you in times of need.
9. Jesus falls a third time. It’s unbelievable that Jesus fell again and the soldiers didn’t help him.
They only yelled louder for him to get up and continue on. Jesus didn’t get mad at them; he forgave
them. Pray for those who have thought only of themselves and their needs in this crisis.
(continued on page 6)
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THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS
A REFLECTION FOR HOME WORSHIP ON
GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 15, 2022 (continued)
10. Jesus is stripped of his clothes. To be without clothes in front of
everyone is a humiliating thing. Jesus wasn’t ashamed because he knew
his Father in heaven loved him and everyone who was there. Pray for those whose resistance
is low, who are not clothed in bodily strength.

11. Jesus is crucified. The soldiers drove nails through Jesus’ hands and feet. They lifted up the
cross and put it in place. Jesus was in a lot of pain. Pray for those who inflict pain on others
(the prayer that Jesus prayed for those who killed him).
12. Jesus dies on the cross. When Jesus died, the sky got dark and the ground started to
shake. This made some people very scared. They saw that Jesus was innocent and that they had
made a big mistake. Pray for those who have died because of the Corona Virus; pray for
their families.
13. Jesus’ body is taken down from the cross. Joseph of Arimathea gave Jesus his own burial
cave because Jesus didn’t have a place to be buried. Joseph was another one of Jesus’ friends
who took a risk to help him. Pray for Funeral Directors, who have been working harder
during this epidemic.
14. Jesus is laid in the tomb. Even when things look very difficult and sad, there is always hope
that God can bring new life. Pray a prayer of thanksgiving that you can have new life
because Jesus gave of himself so fully and freely.
This "Stations of the Cross" was written by Theresa Difato;
it was adapted by Pastor Kathy for Good Friday of 2020.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Dates and times are subject
to change, call the church or
check the website for
updates.

3 Communion

4

5

Fri

Sat

1

2

6

7

8

9

13

14 Maundy

15 Good

16

Thursday

Friday

20

21

22

23

27

28

29

30

10:15 am
Worship
2:00 pm—5:00
pm Diaper
Ministry

10 Palm

11

Sunday
10:15 am
Worship

17 Easter

12

2:00 pm—5:00
pm Diaper
Ministry

18

19

10:15 am
Worship
2:00 pm—5:00
pm Diaper
Ministry

24

25

26

10:15 am
Worship
2:00 pm—5:00
pm Diaper
Ministry

