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seek the will of God and to transform our understanding into action. 
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 The story is told of one of the many speaking  

engagements from Fred Rogers. Mr. Rogers was often called on 

for public appearances, because he was a TV Personality, a 

Child Psychologist, and an Ordained Minister. 

 Fred was speaking at the White House Correspondents'’  

Dinner. He was one of several speakers that evening. When he 

got up to speak, he acknowledged the many accomplishments of 

those to whom he was speaking. There were many famous and accomplished 

journalists present, and many politicians as well. Fred said: “I would like for us to 

pause for 2 minutes and give quiet consideration to all of the people who have 

contributed to our success in our lives.” Then Fred looked at his watch. 

 The room was quiet, the only sound was the sound of those who were 

shedding tears of gratitude for the parents, the teachers, the extended family 

members, the mentors and for the rest of the cloud of witnesses that had help 

them to achieve their success. 

 Christmas is a time of giving and receiving gifts, beginning with the  

greatest gift of all—the gift of God’s presence among us in the birth of Jesus 

Christ our Savior. Did you ever stop to consider how our “Christmas List”  

changes from childhood to adulthood? When we are children, our Christmas list 

is a list of all of the things that we want. I am a child of the days of the  

catalogue; I sometimes would mark the exact page of the J.C. Penney or Sears 

or Montgomery Ward Christmas Wish Gift Catalogue where the gift that had 

caught my eye was located (just so Santa would know where it was). As adults, 

our lists cross over from the things that we want to receive to the things that we 

plan to give others. I have often heard adults of a certain age say something 

like: “I don’t need any gifts; I have everything that I could possibly want.”  

 I have said that very thing many times in my adult life…but not this year; 

this year I want the gift of remembering that Mr. Rogers talked about at the  

Correspondents' Dinner. I want my memories to lead me through the darkness 

of these Winter days toward the light that saves and sustains us all. That is my 

humble prayer for all of you too, that the memories of those who got you to this 

place in your life will provide light for your way. 
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NOTE:  If we are missing your birthday 
or anniversary, please let the church 
office know.  

 

 If you would like to mail 

your offering:   

Somers United Church 

of Christ 

PO Box 183 

Somers WI 53171 

 

December Readings  

December 4 

Communion 

2nd Sunday of 

Advent 

Isaiah 11: 1-10 

Psalm 72: 1-7, 18-19 

Romans 15: 4-13 

Matthew 3: 1-12 

December 11 

3rd Sunday of 

Advent 

Isaiah 35: 1-10 

Psalm 146: 5-10 

James 5: 7-10 

Matthew 11: 2-11 

December 18 

The Christmas 

Fund 

4th Sunday of 

Advent 

Isaiah 7: 10-16 

Psalm 80: 1-7. 17-19 

Romans 1: 1-7 

Matthew 1: 18-25 

December 24 

Christmas Eve 

Isaiah 9: 2-7 

Psalm 96 

Titus 2: 11-14 

Luke 2: 1-14 (15-20) 

December 25 

Christmas 

Isaiah 52: 7-10 

Psalm 98 

Hebrews 1: 1-4, (5-12) 

John 1: 1-14 

 

 December Birthdays 

3 Phyllis Borger 

5 Michael Burbach 

17 Evan Duncan 

25 Joseph Rossi 

 December Anniversaries 
1 Randall & Mary Rossi 

Sunday  
  Liturgist Altar Flowers 

December 4 NONE Stephanie Christenson 

December 11 NONE Shirley Mandernack 

December 18 NONE POINSETTIAS 

December 25 NONE POINSETTIAS 
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  We thank everyone for 

monetary or other  

donations during the year, 

currently we have plenty of food in our Food  

Pantry.  So we ask you not to bring in food at 

this time.  We appreciate your support.  Bonnie 

Curnes, Project Manager   

During December, we will 

be collecting for our annual 

mitten drive. Please bring in 

mittens, gloves, hats,  

earmuffs, scarves, socks, 

underwear, undershirts, 

and sweatshirts for  

women, men, and children in all sizes to 

place on the tree in the back of the sanctuary 

of our church.  Articles will be donated to  

Shalom Center. 

Saturday,  

December 24th  

4:30 pm  

Lessons & Carols 

communion, & 

   candlelight 

The Christmas Fund 

 Sunday, December 18th 
 The Christmas Fund is for the Veterans of the Cross and the  

Emergency Fund which provides direct financial assistance to retired and  

active United Church of Christ authorized ministers and lay employees and 

their surviving spouses, including pension and health premium  

supplementation, emergency assistance, and Christmas thank-you 

checks.  A ministry of the Pension Boards, the offering is received annually 

on the Sunday before Christmas.  We will taking the offering on Sunday,  

December 18th. 

Breakfast & Books  

B & B (Breakfast & Books) will begin their 19th years together on January 28th 

at 9:30 am at the church.  We begin that day with the discussion of the book 

“Horse” by Geraldine Brooks.  Bonnie Curnes will lead the discussion and  

Debbie Radovanovic will furnish the pastry.  Coffee will be provided.  If you plan 

on coming sign your name to the sheet that will be available on the cart in the Narthex.  Any  

questions contact  Bonnie 262-654-1612.  

Christmas Day 

Service 

Sunday, December 25th 

10:15 am 
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Here is a list of our homebound members/ 

friends, if you would like to remember them 

with a card this holiday season: 

• Phyllis Borger 

      Villa Ciera 

      1940 27th Ave Apt 203 

      Kenosha WI 53182 

• Joyce Duesing 

      Harvest Home 

      3820B South Old Green Bay Rd 

      Mt Pleasant WI 53406 

• James Smith 

      Robin Way 

      7377 88th Ave Apt 109 

      Kenosha WI 53142 

• Judy Thomas 

      1306 Highview Ave 

      Union Grove WI 53182 

           

 

 

 In the midst of the holiday season we remember 

those members or friends who have died this past 

year and we hold their families in our prayers: 

Howie Gloff 

John McKenzie 

Mary Ellen Werner 

To these families and others who have lost loved 

ones, we pray for comfort and peace. 

Be of good courage and He shall strength-

en your heart, all ye that hope in the Lord.   

Psalm 31:24 

Holiday Shopping 

Here are at least two ways our church can benefit from your holiday giving:  

♦ Buy Scrip - The church has a variety of scrip available for different vendors.  On 

the cart in the Narthex is a sheet that lists companies that script cards are available 

from.  If you do want Scrip Cards for Christmas gifts, please get your order in 

to Dennis Curnes by Sunday, December 11th.  Any questions see Dennis or call 

him at 262-914-4523.  

♦ Amazon -  Support your charitable organization by starting your shopping at 

smile.amazon.com  Login to the following link:   

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/37-14566047  

  On October 30th (the 5th  

Sunday of the month) our 

church served at the Shalom 

Soup Kitchen.  We would like to thank the following: 

to Jennifer and Martha Swartz for making the soup; 

to Pastor Kathy, Char Laba, Stephanie  

Christenson, Jennifer Swartz, and Martha Swartz 

for assisting with the meal and also, they were  

assisted by some Festival Foods Employees.  They 

served  approximately 50.  Our next serving will the  

Sunday, January 29, 2023.  
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Opening to be trained as Treasurer of Church 

 I am looking for an individual that would be willing to be trained as the 

Treasurer of Somers United Church of Christ and to, in the future be able to fill 

that position. 

 The job would entail being a member of the Resource Committee, attending necessary 

meetings, including Annual Meeting, recording all moneys entered into the General Fund by the 

Financial Secretary, paying all the bills of the church, and interacting with ADP (the company that 

initiates all of the salaries of the church employees and takes care of the taxes for those wages).  It 

would be your responsibility to insure that ADP issued all the salaries twice per month.  You would 

need to prepare a monthly financial report stating all incoming and out going monies of the  

General Fund, and email it to all members of the church council.  You would also be responsible 

for preparing an annual budget, with the help of the congregation, and present it to the Moderator 

for presentation to the council and congregation at the Annual Meeting. 

 If you are even a little bit interested in doing this, please get in touch with me… 

Dennis A. Curnes (262-914-4523)  

  2022 Annual  

Reports 
If you have any reports for the 

2022 Annual Report booklet, get 

them to the church office by 

Sunday, January 8th.  

2023 COMMITTEE  

BUDGETS are due to  

Dennis Curnes by 

 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 

11TH.  

Just a reminder, if the weather 

gets bad and it is dangerous to 

travel, there’s a possibility 

church may be cancelled.  You 

can find cancellation information on Channels 

4,6 and 12.      

2023 Offering  

Envelopes 

 2023 Offering Envelopes will 

be available to pick up in   

December.  If you don’t find one for you, please 

let  the church office know.    
 Bricks 

Is there anyone you 

would like to place a 

brick for on the path to 

the pavilion?   

We are taking orders for bricks, they can be 

for yourself or family members either living or 

deceased.  Please let Dennis Curnes know 

by Monday, December 12th.  

The cost of each brick is: 

4” X 8” Brick  =  $50.00 printed and delivered 

8” X 8” Brick = $100.00 printed and delivered 
Contact Dennis at  (262) 914-4523 or  
dcurnes@wi.rr.com.    

mailto:dcurnes@wi.rr.com


 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 Communion  

 

10:15 AM  

Worship 

5 6 

 

 
2:00 PM—5:00 

PM  Diaper  

Ministry 

7 8 9 10 

11  2023  

Budgets Due 

 

 

10:15 AM  

Worship 

12 
Brick orders  

Due 

13 

 

 
2:00 PM—5:00 

PM  Diaper  

Ministry 

14 15 16 17 

18 The  
Christmas 
Fund  
 
10:15 AM  

Worship 

19 20 

 

 
2:00 PM—5:00 

PM  Diaper  

Ministry 

21 22 23 24 
4:30 pm  

Christmas Eve 

Service 

25 Merry  

Christmas! 

 

10:15 AM  

Worship 

26 27 

 

 
2:00 PM—5:00 

PM  Diaper  

Ministry 

28 29 30 31 

Dates and times are subject to 

change, call the church or check the 

website for updates.  


