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The month of January is named for the Roman god Janus.
It turns out that all the names for each of our months are named
after Roman gods, Roman rulers, or with numerical prefixes from
Latin to signify their sequential order.

The Roman god Janus is depicted in sculpture and other
artwork as having two faces—one face looks back toward the
past, and the other face looks forward toward the future. This is why it is
placed where it is in the calendar...because for most of us, there is a time of
looking back and remembering what has passed and also looking ahead at
what might be to come.

There is only one God in whom | put my faith and trust...and it is not
Janus. The God in whom [ trust is the God who is proclaimed and praised by
Jews, Christians, and Muslims alike. This God is the God of Jesus Christ,
whose birth and incarnation (being found in human form) we just celebrated
on December 25™.

| do find the thought of looking backward and looking forward to be
helpful as | start my year, however. | was in a zoom meeting recently with the
Transitional Executive Director for Crossroads Anti-Racism Training
Network. Her name is Jessica Vazquez Torres. Jessica suggested that we
might like to evaluate the work that we have been doing in the past year
using a Three Sight Method. First, is hindsight—Ilooking back on the past.
Second, if foresight—imagining what you want the future to look like. But
then there is insight. Insight is considering the obstacles and the roadblocks
that got in the way in the past. Insight is also being grateful and learning from
the joys and the accomplishments of the past. Insight helps us to revise what
didn’t work and to hone and perfect what did work. Insight is the form of sight
that connects where we have been to where we are going.

My insight has given me one incredible observation that | carry with
me from 2025 to 2026. In my hindsight...I find God’s presence in each detail.
In my foresight...I picture God’s presence leading and directing the way. My
insight is this—God was...God will be...God is! | can put a great many
adverbs after those verbs: faithful, loving, always near, guiding my life...
everything. Let me end these thoughts using that last adverb:

God was everything...God will be everything...God is everything...
Have a blessed New Year!



January Birthdays

Scripture Readings

If you would like to mail your
Remembe;rﬁlfggg offering:
Somers United Church of
A2 Christ
” PO Box 183

Somers WI 53171

o | Marie Christenson January 4 Jeremiah 31: 7-14
16 | Lukas Rossi Communion Psalm 147: 12-20
20 | Richard Swartz Ephesians 1: 3-14
23 | Janet Kurz John 1: (1-9), 10-18
27 | Char Laba
31 | Jack Adams January 11 Isaiah 42: 1-9
January Anniversaries Psalm 29
13 | Richard & Barb Flocker Acts 10: 34-43
Matthew 3:13-17
NOTE: If we are missing your birthday '
or anniversary, please let the church January 18 Isaiah 49: 1-7
office know. Psalm 40: 1-11
1 Corinthians 1: 1-9
John 1: 29-42
Sunday
Altar Flowers January 25 Isaiah 9: 1-4
Jan 4 NONE Psalm 27: 1, 4-9
1 Corinthians 1: 10-18
Jan 11 NONE Matthew 4: 12-23
Jan 18 NONE
Jan 25 NONE O God... help us to
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Announcemennts I

AN If you have any reports
for the 2025 Annual

&
%0 - Report booklet, get them

to the church office by Sunday, January 4th.

The Men’s Breakfast group will

MEN'S .
BREAKFAST [fbe meeting on Saturday,
= @i January 17th at 8:30 am. They
will gather at the Phoenix
Restaurant, 12440 75th St, Kenosha located
west of 1-94 on the north side of Hwy 50 at the

West Frontage Road Intersection. Hope you will
join us.

5 Shalom Center
S A
Update

Our church served approximately 49 people on
Sunday, November 30th at the Shalom Center
Soup Kitchen. Jennifer Swartz made delicious
minestrone soup. The following helped serve
the meal: Stephanie Christenson, Barb Flocker,
Pastor Kathy Gloff, Pauline Koons, Caryl
Krellwitz, Char Laba, Steve Litin, Jennifer
Swartz, and Martha Swartz. We provided meat
and cheese sandwiches, fruit salad, chips, and
soup. Thank you to all who came out on a cold,
snowy day to help! Our next date to serve is
Sunday, March 29th.

Breakfast & Books
(B & B)

On January 24th at 9:30 am
Breakfast & Books (B&B) will

- begin its 22nd year of being
together. If the weather is bad on that
Saturday, we will meet on January 31st. We
have chosen the book “The Frozen River” by
Areil Lawhon with Tami Frentzel leading the
discussion. Debbie Radovanovic will bring the
pastry, and coffee will be provided. A sign-up
sheet will be available in the Narthex the first
part of January. Contact Bonnie (262-654-
1612) if you have any questions or would like to
join this group.

g w We are always in need of
&ood tP&ntrg KID’S CEREAL, TOILET
PAPER, and PAPER
TOWELS. In the past few months, we have
seen more food being given to families and
senior citizens at our food pantry. $$$ money
donations are always welcome, and we will do
the shopping for you. Just send or put a check
in the offering plate and mark on it “Food
Pantry”. Thank you for your help.

Bonnie Curnes, Project Manager

ANNUAL
MEETING

This year's ANNUAL MEETING will be held after the worship
service on Sunday, February 1st. If we have to cancel due to
weather conditions, it will be held on Sunday, February 8th.
Hope to see you there!!




Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri
1 New Year’'s | 2 3
Day
4 communion | 5 6 7 8 9 10
10:00 am
Worship
2:00 pm—5:00
pm Diaper
Ministry
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
10:00 am 8:30 am Men'’s
Worship Breakfast at
Phoenix
Restaurant
2:00 pm—5:00
pm Diaper
Ministry
18 19 Martin 20 21 22 23 24
10:00 am Luther King Jr. 9:30 AM
Worship Day Breakfast &
Books
2:00 pm—5:00
pm Diaper
Ministry
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
10:00 am
Worship
2:00 pm—5:00
pm Diaper

Ministry




